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Editor's Note: 

The C.I.A.'s history of the 1953 coup in Iran is
made up of the following documents: a historian's
note, a summary introduction, a lengthy narrative
account written by Dr. Donald N. Wilber, and, as
appendices, five planning documents he attached.
On April 16, 2000, The New York Times on the Web
published the introduction and several of the
appendices.

The Times has now decided to publish the main body
of the text after removing certain names and
identifying descriptions. The editing was done after
consultations with historians who believed
there might be serious risk that the families of
some of those named as foreign agents would face
retribution in Iran.

The introductory summary and the main body
of the document are inconsistent on a few dates
and facts. In its reporting on the document, the
Times has relied upon details presented in the
main body of the text.

The table of contents provides navigation throughout
the document. Each entry is linked to the relevant
section of this file. The table of contents page
appears at the end of each chapter and appendix.  
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TARGET 

Prime Minister Mossadeq and his government 

OBJECTIVES 
. ' • . ... ; .. :. •• ·.~ i'. ~).~~·;. ;:: • 

Thro~gb legal. or quasi-legal. methods to effect the fall of the Mossadeq ::"(:1.f:~~i;;:: ~;;~ 
. ·. . . . \ . . . .:.:~:.:~;:·\}.~~:~);;, 

government; and · .·. · ·. '•·'~·.:::·.:-.i·~-~= ~t~~·· 
. ·.-- . . . ~..,~ :;~~-~~ '··{~ ~ ~~ i~fof:i~Jl .. 

To replace it with a pro-Western government "under the Shah's le~erst1i};;"}f:~:X:.~~1~ 

~ti; ~~edi7;.,; i.~ ':Prl,.; Miniat8r . · .. • . · ..•.. • · · · ···, Zt·\~!.~\-~!:.~ 
.. ,. ..· . 

CIA ACTION 
. ... ·. 

Plan of aetion was implemented in four phases: 

"1. 
. . 

· to strengthell the Shah's will tO exercise his constitutional power and to sign 
.. 

those decrees necessary to effect the legal removal or Mossadeq as Prime · 

Minister~ 

~._.,:, , .. ··.. . . . 2. Welded together and coordinated the efforts or those political fac- . 

~~~~~=!!~;~~~~ 
i fully influential clergy,- to "gain their support and bacldrig or any·tegal ac~on .· ; '· .. 

taken by the Shah to accomplish Mossadeqts removal; 
.. ---

a •. disenchant 

the Iranian population with the myth of Mossadeq's patriotism., by exposing· ·· . 
• t. -~ : • 

• • • "";"' , .... 0:';- • 

his collaboration with the Communists and his manipulation of constitutional ... ;~.·:: .: : .. . : . . .. ,; . ·~· . .: .. 
. .• i. 

authorit-1 to serve his own · · · ', : ·· · 

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 
21-Jun-2011 

•, .. • 
I 4 : .:;• . ~~ .. . 

' . . . ~ .. 
.- ~~ .. ,.:=. :,;_;. ~.:·::t.'~·· ;: 

'• ,·.·-1 .: "~ . :: . • . "!l~ 
\ ·. . 

EO 13526 3.3(b)(1 )>25Yrs 

CLAs.S!FIGATION R£VIEW EO "12UGS 
CON!:UCTi:!l !ttl rff C\ 0") t~)- v '>-~I 
rr.HJVi·TIV!; e!. t"Y t 
0 ·m~t:L ~llW!lCR. TO -"--.::,-e.e-(':£'1' 
REVW ON C: ¥' {}] 1-) '5 ,'<''f 
D.ElllVfO F!HlM l)q b 



C01384505 

:-..;; ....... ,. 

.-

.... ~ ... . :·. :: ... .... 

designed to reveal to .Mossadeq and to ~e general populace that increased 

economic aid would not be forthcoming and ~at the u.s. viewed with alarm . 
Mosaadeq'a policies: 

a. A series of public statements-by high U.s. officials implying 
. "'~ ... --

that there was Uttle hope that Mos$adeq could expect increased U.S.· ,":-... ·. :::. 
· . . ... . ~~.~ .. ;·r~·;_,;5 ~-~:: •• 

0 • • •••• ,, :1. ·di;f ::t·' 
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b. U..S. pres& anr1 magazine articles which were critical Of him.'·>~~?':[;.:[ 
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and his methods,. and .;, ·y~···~·.::-J< ... ,. 

. ... . ' . .: :j;>;. ·.f~·. t•-:~·J~'\.'!1 · -~.J . ' ... fbsenc:e. ~f the· ~erlcan .. ~b_a~~d~~"· ~:~~~- '~._:_::_:·'· ::::·:;::;::: 
. . :.·· ·. 

credence to the impression that the u!' s. bad lost ·eonf'iclehc:e 'in ~ ..... 
. . ~ . . 

Moasadeq and his government .. 

RESuLTS 

coun~rac'Hon to neutralize the plane 

was launched in .the interim period between the original and .final J?~Days 
0 0 

to educate the Iranian population to the fact that. in view of the dissoluti~n· .. ·.;. ' 
)- ··.-: <-:· ·. 

ot the Majlis {effected by ~Ioasad.eq at an earlier stage to prevent i~a-··voting '. ; .. ·~:':~ 
' . ·; .. , ;.: . . ,. . ~ 
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/ bini out of power)' ~d the Shah' a decree removing Mossadeq as Prime · 

. Minister,; Moaaadeqts continued exercise ot the powers -of that office was 

illegal and that authority to goYern the people rested ·solely and completely 

in the banda or the Shah. 

The Natlonalls~ and the Communists during this period inadvertently , ·.: : .. 
. . ' .. ·,.~~-*\~.i:Y:~i::::--::: 

assisted our eauae through their premature attempts to promote a repubU~ ~,~.~~l-:~\:. 
. . . ~ . . ' . -::')·f~~ l;,~ .): ~. ::;· 

ean government. nta theme was contrary·to the public's opinion,. whose ·:r~~~~;~\'.:. '.;~' 
. . . . . . .. ···, ):':¥~~··;~;. ~.:~~ ·f~:-

sympathies were with tbe Shah. The Shah's dramatic night out of the ;_: ... :·:r· .. ;_~:f)f::~, 
. . :. -~··.:~ ~;;. ~~-.j~~i..~::". : .. ::~ 

country served to further intensify bls people's sense of loyalty to him..· ·.; .. ;~ ··' .~ .. ,::::·~~ : .... · 
• • l • •• •J ..... ' ; :~: .. 

.. 
These actiona resulted in Uteral revolt of the population# 

t,.,J ')Ct,.Civ.t1 ~v t.e) Jtt~cd -Itt~ f.of"l1.te. , .6-.e,. wa...r to..lc.~ or~..-
mllitary,\W.ere fer-ced to act~ queUing :the l"!e'tfland gamed strength on-the- ' 
~ ~u ... d.-e.' wo.J .(.,ve.e....L -1-6 fl c: e o ,._. l7 '-1( S'~ 

:btOmentum of the sitnatioxa iD 8\i:PPB'P't of the Shah: 

The ouster of Mossadeq was success!ully accomplished on 19 Aug 1953. 

NOTE 

2. . an adequate amount of u.s. interim economic aid would be 

forthcoming to the successor government. 

-3-
.. · .. 

. .,... ... -. ::'"1 .·;· . 
~ .. •. ' ·:.. . ' ... , .... ' 

. r ; ... ~ :~ 

.. . .. ; .. : ·' .. 
\' ~- .: . 

" :.,. ... 

:•,, '.I 

... ·~:· :=~: :: . .. :-·· 

.. ·.; 



··- ... ,~~ .... ""':>·~- ....... -~. ·- ....... 

. . ·-~· ; " 
·~ . ~J .. ·'"' · .. { , ....... 

•. 

··.' ,. 

. .· ' ~'(;;,; 
~ .' . .. ... :::~. ~:~-: 

·~· : . 

·, 

























http://www.nytimes.com/library/mideast/iran-cia-intro.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/iran-cia-appendix-a.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/iran-cia-appendix-b.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/iran-cia-appendix-c.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/iran-cia-appendix-e.pdf



